Week 2
FEBRUARY 28 — MARCH 6, 2021
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by Roger Gench

HYMN OF THE WEEK: “Amazing Grace”

PRAYER FOCUS: Confession — In what ways have | done
those things that | ought not to have done, and left undone

those things | ought to have done?

ACTION: Each day, pray “God, send someone into my life
whom | can encourage.” Pay attention to how God responds,
and how you are called to encourage that person.

REJOICE WITH
JWW FEBRUARY 28, 2021 ME, FOR
LUKE 15:1-8 | HAVE

The parables of the lost sheep and the lost coin

are powerful stories in and of themselves, but the FOU N D

context in which they appear is also important.

Jesus tells these parables in response to grumbling MY

about his hospitality to sinners! How might these

parables prompt reflection on our own perception SH EEP

and reception of sinners? How might they bring to

our awareness that within each of us that is lost? THAT

Practice: Read one or both of the WAS

parables slowly, and using your

imagination, place yourself in the

story. Where are you in these scenes? LOST'
How do you feel about what is

happening? Are there questions you

would like to ask of the shepherd or

the woman?

Journal: Record in your journal what
happened during this prayer time.
Describe movements toward God or
away from God that came into view.
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LUKE 15:11-24

The parable of the prodigal son - or, better, the parable of two lost sons - is likely

the most familiar and beloved parable in the Gospels, and it is a moving framework
for prayer. Using your imagination, enter into this story, noting where you are in this
scene. Focus on each of the three main figures, noting what each evokes for you. (Feel
free to mix up the genders in the story: you may wish to imagine two lost daughters
or sisters, or a compassionate mother.)

Practice: Read the story slowly and prayerfully three times, each time
focusing on a different character in the story. Take a few moments after
each reading to reflect on what surfaced in your awareness.

Journal: Note in your journal what occurred in your three prayers —
be as specific as you can. Write also of any movements toward God or
away from God you discerned.
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PSALM 139:1-12

Psalm 139 is a comforting or disquieting text, depending on one's situation. It can
bring peace to one who is in turmoil (“the darkness is not dark to you"); it can also
unsettle us as we recall unguarded or unkind remarks (“Even before a word is on my
tongue, you know it completely”). God permeates every facet of our lives. The psalm
assures us that we are never cut off from the presence of God; but neither can we get
away from God.

Practice: Read the psalm slowly and prayerfully several times,
mulling over its images and letting them sink into your innermost
being. Stay with the images that resonate with you most and ponder
their significance for you. Reflect on God's comforting and disquieting
presence that is always with you.

Journal: Note in your journal any movements toward God and away
from God you discern.
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GENESIS 1:1-5, 26-31

Genesis 1invites us to a cosmic perspective on creation and our place within it. As
we have already noted with respect to Psalm 8, the word “dominion” does not mean
domination, but rather refers to our role as caretakers of God's creation, who tend to
it as God does. Most important, God beholds the creation and declares it “very good.”

Practice: If possible, prayerfully read this Scripture outdoors (or at
least in proximity to a window) so that you too can behold creation.
Read it three times, contemplating the images that speak to you the
most, aware of God's sustaining presence in all creation and in your life.

Journal: Note in your journal any movements away from God and
toward God that you discern.
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JOHN 1:1-14

John's prologue corresponds to Genesis 1: both transport us to the beginning of
creation. The Word (or Logos) in John 1 evokes the cosmic reason giving order and
structure to the universe in Greek thought It also evokes the “Word of God"” that came
to Israel's prophets as well as the concept of Wisdom, the female personification

of God in later Jewish thought (see Proverbs 8-9). All of these rich and varied
associations together convey the light that came into the world that darkness cannot
overcome. The climax to the prologue in 1:14 affirms that “the Word became flesh” —
not just human, but “flesh” (sarx in Greek), signifying God's solidarity with all living
flesh and the biological life of all creation.

Practice: Read John's prologue slowing and prayerfully, pondering the
utterly profound imagery in this ancient hymnic text.

Journal: Note in your journal any movement toward God or away from
God that surfaced during your prayerful reflection.
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ROMANS 8:19-25

At this critical juncture in Paul's letter to the Romans, the remarkable image of
childbirth is used to convey God's work of restoration and recreation in the world. The
whole creation, and we ourselves, says Paul, are groaning with labor pains to realize
the fullness of our created nature, to be set free from bondage and be fully known as
children of God. These words are especially poignant amid the ecological crisis that
we currently face, as we ponder not only the groaning in our own hearts, but in all of
creation.

Practice: Pray Romans 8:19-25 several times, with special attention to
the images of creation it projects and our relationship to it.

Journal: Write in your journal of the movements of your spirit while
praying with this Scripture.
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ISAIAH 61:1-4

Isaiah 61 provides an inspiring vision for profoundly disorienting, destabilizing times,
such as the one we currently face as a nation. In our here and now, a pandemic

surges and racial reckoning and political polarization demand attention and action —
realities that have impacted the life and ministries of all congregations. Like those who
returned to Judah after Babylonian captivity, we too face harsh circumstances and are
in need of the prophet’s proclamation of God's renewal of a devastated country.

Practice: Pray Isaiah 61:1-4 several times, dwelling on the images in this
text that speak powerfully to you in this moment of your life.

Journal: Write in your journal of movement you discern toward God or
away from God, with special attention to the times in which we are living.
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